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‘1’k breakup of comet Shoenlaker-Levy  9 is discussed both iu the context of splitting
as a cometary phenomenon, comparing this  object with otllcx  split comets, alld  as an
event with its own idiosyncrasies. ‘J’he physical a])pcarancc  of the comet is describccl,
features diagnostic of the nature of tlIe tidal disru])tion  arc idc]ltificxl,  and the inl~)lica-
tions for Inodclli]]g the went arc spelled out. Also discussed is sccol]dary  fragmentation,
doculncnting  a continuing disintegration during 1992-94. Much attellt,ion is paid to tile
controversies  that col]ccrn  the moclcls of a strengthlcss  agglo]nm  atc versus a discrctc co-
hesive  mass a]ld i)lvolve  a variety of estimates for th(: dinmisiolls  of tllc progmlitor  object
alld  its major fragments.


